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The Power Of Forgiveness (Luke 7:36-50) 
1. Context (vs.36) 

• This story brings a practical realization to vs.35 and carries a 
Christological theme that Luke is building for Theophilus.  

• Pharisees often invited rabbis to banquet meals or Sabbath meals. 

• Simon’s invitation was most likely disingenuous (note his lack 
of action vs.44-46) 

2. What Forgiveness Finds (vs.37-42) 
• Characteristics of the woman: 

• Sinner 

• Uninvited 

• Bankrupt (financially & spiritually) 

• Likely a prostitute (vs.39) 

• Note the irony of Simon’s claim in v. 39 and Jesus’ response in v. 
40.  

• The purpose of the parable:  

• Forgiveness finds a debtor who cannot pay and cancels what 
they owe.  

3. What Forgiveness Produces (vs. 43-47) 
• Notice the drastic difference between the sinful woman’s response 

to Jesus and the “righteous” Pharisees’ response.  

• Do you know how much you’ve been forgiven? 

• Her love is not causal; rather, it is evidential.  

• Forgiveness produces love. 

4. What Forgiveness Delivers (vs.49-50) 
• Perfect forgiveness that is settled and complete 

• Position before God 

• Peace 
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